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FouNDED in 1912, The Book Club of California is a non-profit association of book- 
lovers and collectors who have a special interest in Pacific Coast history, literature, 
and fine printing. Its chief aims are to further the interests of book collectors and 
to promote an understanding and appreciation of fine books. 

The Club is limited to 850 members. When vacancies exist membership is open 
to all who are in sympathy with its aims and whose applications are approved 
by the Board of Directors. Regular Membership involves no responsibilities beyond 
payment of the annual dues. Dues date from the month of the member’s election. 
Regular membership is $15.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Patron, $100.00. 

Members receive the Quarterly News-Letter and all parts of the current Keepsake 
series, A Portfolio of Book Club Printers, 1912-1962. They have the privilege, but 
not the obligation, of buying the Club publications, which are limited, as a rule, 
to one copy per member. 
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Ten Letters by Frank Norris 
E:dited by Donald Pizer* 


Readers may consider some of the following letters of 
Frank Norrts of little mportance. Nevertheless it must be 
remembered that The Book Club of California has to date 
published all of the known correspondence of this distin- 
guished California writer. Hence for the sake of com- 
pleteness the inclusion of two or three minor pieces seems 


justified. (Ed., Quarterly News-Letter) 


S Franklin Walker pointed out several years ago, letters by 
Frank Norris are extremely rare. Most of his letters to 

San Francisco relatives and friends were destroyed in 

1906, and he and his wife themselves burned their courting cor- 
respondence. Moreover, Norris had a very brief literary career. 
It was only from 1899 to his death in 1902 that recipients of his 


* Donald Pizer is Associate Professor of English at Newcomb College, Tulane 
University, New Orleans. He is the author of Hamlin Garland’s Early Work and Career 
(University of California Press, 1960). He has completed an edition of Norris’ 
literary criticism and is working on a critical study of his novels. 


oy 


The Book Club of California 


letters began to save them rather than automatically assign them 
to the wastebasket. It is not surprising, then, that Professor 
Walker published but sixty-eight letters in his 1956 edition of 
The Letters of Frank Norris. 

The ten letters by Norris which are here published thus repre- 
sent a sizable addition to the canon of Norris’ correspondence. 
Though differing in intrinsic value, each letter, because of the 
scarcity of Norris’ correspondence, increases our knowledge of his 
personality, interests, and daily affairs, as only letters can. More- 
over, several of the letters are important biographically and 
critically. Norris’ long autobiographical letter to Charles F. Lum- 
mis is his fullest and most authoritative self-history, and his letter 
to Marcosson on The Pit contains his only recorded statements on 
the structure and theme of that novel. 

It is appropriate that these letters be published by The Book 
Club of California, which sponsored Professor Walker’s collection. 
In addition, Professor Walker edited Norris’ 1891 petition to the 
faculty of the University of California for the Fall, 1960, issue of 
the Club’s Quarterly News Letter. | 

I wish to thank Mr. Frank C. Preston, Jr., for permission to 
publish these letters, and the following individuals and institu- 
tions for their aid in making the letters available to me: Clifton 
Waller Barrett, Robert Brownell, Harvard University, the South- 
west Museum, the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, and the 
University of California. William B. Dillingham graciously al- 
lowed my interest in publishing Norris’ letters to take precedence 
over his. 

I have followed Professor Walker’s procedure of publishing 
Norris’ letters as he wrote them, without any editorial corrections. 


I 
TO THE PRESIDENT AND FACULTY OF THE 
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES’ 
Petition to the Faculty 
Berkeley, Feb. 23, 1894 
To the President and Faculty of the College of S. S.? 
Gentlemen: 


I would herewith respectfully petition that I be allowed to add the 
a2 


Quarterly News-Letter 


course in U.S. History (4 hours per week) to my list of studies for 
the current term. 


FE. Haynes* 
Respectfully submitted, 
Frank Norris 


1. ALS on microfilm (original destroyed) at the Office of the Registrar, Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley. 

2. Norris had enrolled at Berkeley in 1890 as a student in the literary course 
of the College of Letters. During his sophomore year, he successfully petitioned 
to become a special student in order to be excused from the mathematics re- 
quired of all students expecting to receive a degree. For his final year he was 
classified as a limited (non-degree) student in the College of Social Sciences. 
(The colleges had been reorganized while Norris was an undergraduate. The 
College of Letters was confined to the “classical course” and the College of 
Social Sciences was given jurisdiction over literary or English students.) Norris’ 
petition for late enrollment in History 6, Political and Constitutional History 
of the United States, was thus addressed to the College of Social Sciences 
(S. S.). The petition was granted (as noted on its cover), Norris took the course, 
Boceiadcra ere between a) and aeiC 

3. The signature of Fred Emory Haynes, the teacher of History 6. Petitions 
to add courses had to be approved by the course instructor. Haynes, a young 
and recent addition to the faculty, later became an important historian of third 
party movements in America and still later a specialist in criminology. 


D) 
TO PAUL REVERE REYNOLDS! 


Sat. Oct. 22/098 
10 33rd St. W. 
Mr. Paul Reynolds: 
Dear Sir: 

I am in rcpt. of yours of the 21st & in reply would state that I 
will cede to the Century company the rights of my two stories (“From 
Dawn to Dark—Fighting’’ and “‘Surrender’’).° 

Very Sincerely Yrs 
Frank Norris 
Paul Reynolds Esq. 


1. ALS in the Clifton Waller Barrett Collection, New York. 
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2. Reynolds, a literary agent, was attempting to place Norris’ Cuban war 
articles. Norris had been sent to Cuba as a reporter for McClure’s Magazine and 
the McClure newspaper syndicate. McClure, however, had had other reporters 
on the scene, and had chosen not to use Norris’ material, which apparently left 
Norris free to publish his articles elsewhere. 

3. “From Dawn to Dark—Fighting”’ is “With Lawton at El Caney,” 
Century, LVIII (June, 1899), 303-309, an article which described the day-long 
battle at El Caney. “Surrender” was ““The Surrender of Santiago,”’ which was 
not published until its appearance in the New York Sun, July 13, 1913. In all, 
Norris sold only two of his Cuban articles in 1898-1899, the other being 
‘“‘Comida: An Experience in Famine” (see letter 3). 
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TO MARK ANTONY DEWOLFE HOWE! 


61 Washington Sq. S. 
New York. Mar g. 1899. 
Mr. Mark Howe:? 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Reynolds has handed me your letter in which you refer to my 
story Comida in the Atlantic. If you will tell me specifically what 
would be available for the Companion I should be glad to write 
something for you. I have an article descriptive of Key West in war 
time and life on a newspaper dispatch boat wh. I wrote just before 
leaving with the Shafter Expedition.* I took some dozen photographs 
to go with this article wh. I could forward you with the M.S. 
(typewritten) ° 

Very Sincerely Yrs 
Frank Norris 


1. ALS in the Houghton Library, Harvard University. 

2. Howe was at this time an assistant editor of Youth's Companion. 

3. Atlantic Monthly, LX XXIII (March, 1899), 343-348. Howe was probably 
impressed by this powerful sketch of famine in war-torn Cuba. 

4. Norris’ “‘Newsgathering at Key West,” which Youth’s Companion ap- 
parently found ‘“‘unavailable.” It was finally published as “In the Cuban Block- 
ade,”’ New York Post, April 11, 1914. 

5. The only recorded reference that Norris took pictures in Cuba. The 
photographs seem not to have survived. 
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4 
TO JOHN T. LEE’ 


Doubleday & McClure Co. 
Publishers 
141-155 Hast 25th St. 
New York 
New York Sep 15 1899. 
Mr. Fohn T. Lee: 
Dear Str: 


I never write autographs: 
Very Sincerely Yrs. 


Frank Norris 


1. ALS at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison. 

2. Lee was an amateur autograph collector. Norris, by September, 1899, 
had published Moran of the Lady Letty and McTeague, but was still by no means 
well known. Requests for autographs were probably rare enough for him to be 
complimented by them and to be able to reply with a joke. 


5 
TO CHARLES F. LUMMIS! 


Doubleday, Page & Company 
Publishers 
34 Union Square, New York 
Apr. oth 
1900 
Editors of The Land of Sunshine 
Gentlemen: 

In reply to your letter of Apr. 2nd asking for biographical data of 
Mr. Frank Norris we submit the following.’ 

Born Chicago, 1870. Art student in Paris in 1888-89-go— 
first ambition was to be animal painter—educated University of 
California, class of °94 where “‘because of the fact that a capacity 
for understanding higher mathematics was left out of his brain when 
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he was made’? he failed to graduate.* Finishing year at Harvard, 
class of °95—McT eague begun this year*— Returned to San Fran- 
cisco °Q6 to take post associate editor S. F. Wave—Wrote on the 
average of 30,000 words a week—including one short story—for 
this paper for two years, best and only literary training he ever had.— 
can think of nothing better for young man with ‘‘literary aspirations” 
than grind on this kind of paper (not a daily, but a weekly.) Left 
Wave to finish Mac Teague fall of ’9'7.—wrote it in 100 days.>— ® 
(sent to S. Africa 1895 by S. FP. Chronicle,—got mixed up in Uit- 
lander row, and fired by Boer govt.)—called to New York to take 
place on staff of S. S. McClure 1897," sent to Cuba to cover war by 
McClure’s Magazine. Great friendship for S. S. McClure.—when 
split occurred in firm of Doubleday and McClure he went with 
Doubleday instead of McClure.’— Married Miss Jeannette Black 
of San Francisco Feb. 12 this year—live in N. Y.— Working like 
hell.— Would like to see copy of Sunshine containing review of the 
Mans Woman—photo to follow. 

Very Truly yrs. 

Doubleday & McClure’ 

per. Frank Norris 


1. ALS in the Southwest Museum, Los Angeles. 

2. Land of Sunshine, a Los Angeles monthly edited by Charles F. Lummis, 
was running a series entitled “‘In Western Letters.”? Lummis had written directly 
to Doubleday, Page & Company for biographical information and for a photo- 
graph of Norris, not realizing that Norris worked for Doubleday, Page. He 
also mentioned that he was about to publish a review of Norris’ A Man’s Woman. 
The review, brief but complimentary, appeared in the May, 1900, issue (XII, 
385), the article on Norris (derived almost entirely from Norris’ letter) in the 
June issue (XIII, 18). 

3. Norris’ difficulties with mathematics were long remembered by his college 
friends. He failed to meet the university’s entrance requirements in that subject, 
and after further failures during his college career, gave up any attempt to 
earn a degree. 

4. An important point, since many critics have believed that he began 
Mc Teague while still at Berkeley. 

5. He spent most of the “‘10o days” with his friend Seymour Waterhouse at 
his mine near Colfax. He returned to the Wave, however, in November or 
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December, and began Moran of the Lady Letty, which appeared serially in the 
Wave beginning with the issue of January 8, 1898. 

6. Norris cancelled the following words just before the parenthesis: “‘called 
to join staff.” 

7. Actually February, 1898, after McClure had read some of Moran. 

8. Norris cancelled the following passage, which appears after “instead of 
McClure”’: ‘“‘is Reader for new firm of Doubleday & Page at present moment.” 

g. A slip for Doubleday, Page. Doubleday and McClure had dissolved on 
December 31, 1899. 
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TO CHARLES F. LUMMIS! 


New York 
Apr. 12 [1900] 
Editor of The Land of Sunshine Magazine: 
Dear Sir. 
Please find enclosed the photograph of myself for wh. you wrote. 
I should very much like to have this back.? 
Very Truly yrs. 
Frank Norris 


1. ALS in the Southwest Museum, Los Angeles. 
2. A photograph of Norris accompanies the sketch of him in Land of Sunshine, 
XIII (June, 1900), 18. 
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TO JOHN O’HARA COSGRAVE! 


ONCE: 
19OO. 
Dear Jack.’ 
Got your wire today and am delighted to hear of your coming. Am 
writing this on the chance you will get rt before leaving.° 
You have not mistaken, in any way the idea of my letter? You 
understand Doubleday & Page can promise nothing. J only 
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wanted you to understand that if you were on the spot that your 
chances would be very good. I had another talk with Page* last 
Saturday and he said nothing definite, and do not believe he will, till 
he can have a talk with you. 

Only I know they are looking for your sort, and a fortnight ago 
Lanier® told me one of the editor’s—whose place I thought you could 
fill—was to be fired. He had not been fired up to last Saturday, but 
the firm were not satisfied with his work. 

So do not think a berth is waiting for you, but just that there’s 
a darn good chance.°® 

Trust me to ‘‘make the best arrangements possible’ tf any can 


be made at all. 
Yrs. hastefully 


Norris 


1. ALS in the Clifton Waller Barrett Collection, New York. 

2. John O’Hara Cosgrave, Norris’ chief on the San Francisco Wave. The 
death of Collis P. Huntington in August, 1900, had apparently affected the 
financial position of the Wave (which had been founded by the Southern Pacific 
to publicize its resort hotel at Del Monte), and the magazine had suspended. 
By this time many of the former contributors to the Wave, including Norris, 
Gelett Burgess, Geraldine Bonner, and Juliet Wilbor Tompkins, were working 
in New York, and Cosgrave himself was evidently now anxious to make the 
move. Norris, aware of Cosgrave’s interest, had written him of a possible opening 
with Doubleday, Page, most probably on their new magazine, World’s Work, 
which was about to publish its first number. 

3. The envelope is postmarked Roselle, New Jersey (where the Norrises had 
rented a house), is addressed to J. O’ Hara Cosgrave, c/o S. F. Wave, 24, Mont- 
gomery St., San Francisco, Calif., and is marked Rush. 

4. Walter Hines Page, one of the partners in the firm of Doubleday, Page. 

5. Henry W. Lanier (son of Sidney Lanier), another of the partners in 
Doubleday, Page. Both Page and Lanier were active in the establishment and 
editing of World’s Work. 

6. There is no evidence that Cosgrave ever worked for either Doubleday, 
Page or World’s Work. He soon landed a job with Everybody's Magazine, however 
(see letter 8), and remained with that journal for many years. 
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8 
TO JOHN O’HARA COSGRAVE! 
[early 1900] 
Dear JFohara: 

You call ylourself an?|? Editor and are in doubts about a story 
like this. [ wish I had written it. A few more such as this would put 
Everybody’ s on its legs. 

Only it has got to end happily. It ts simply too cruel as 1t is— 
and no reason for it’s cruelty. Tell the author if he will leave it as 
it 1s up to the top of p. 20, then work out a happy ending from there 
on you will publish it for him. Some of the “‘boys? might easily 
get together and see that Peter got his rights and the girl and the 
house at last. This would [be| more artistic as well as more satis- 
factory because up to p. 20 the reader 1s dreading all the time that 
Peter 1s to | ? | and the pleasant solution comes as the right kind of 
dissapointment, and dont weaken the story. 

Make him do this © take the story.’ 

1a 
Norris 

I have written to the printers to turn over either proof or copy of 
the Squid to you.* If they do for Heaven’s sake read it quickly as 
we have got to be out with the book before Mar. 15. 

Will bring over story. 


1. ALS in the Clifton Waller Barrett Collection, New York. 

2. Here and below a few words have been obliterated by holes in the letter. 
3. I find no story in Everybody’s resembling the one Norris discusses. 

4. The Octopus, published in early April, 1901. 


9 
TO ISAAC F. MARCOSSON! 


[November, 1901] 
The story ts told through Laura Dearborn. She occupies the 
center of the stage all the time, and I shall try to interest the 
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reader more in the problems of her character and career than in any 
other human element in the book. The two main themes, conse- 
quently, are the story of Jadwin’s corner of May wheat and the 
story of his wife's “affair with Corthell. 

I shall try to show that all these are American issues, modern, 
typical and important. The “‘big scenes” will be the scene between 
Laura and Corthell in her apartments the evening that Fadwin fails 
to appear, and the scene on the floor of the Chicago Board of Trade 


when the fadwin corner breaks. 
Frank Norrts 


1. Facsimile of an ALS in the Louisville Times, January 3, 1903, section 2, 
page 7. A headnote under the facsimile reads: ‘“The above is a reproduction 
of the last paragraph of the outline of “The Pit,’ made by the late Frank Norris 
for a Louisville friend. The signature is characteristic. Norris was proud of its 
many curves.” The facsimile accompanies a review of The Pit by I. F. Mar- 
cosson. The following paragraph is from the review: 

In November, 1901, when the reading world was debating whether ‘The 

Octopus” was a splendid waste of energy or an enduring work, Norris was 

already busy with ““The Pit.” The whole drama of the wheat problem was 

unfolded in his mind and he was eager and hungry for the second section of 
his work. At that time he wrote me his first outline of the story; wrote the 
condensation out at length in his little cramped hand. That extract is now 
before me and after the perusal of the book it is evident that he did not vary 
one detail in the original conception of the story. In that outline, in com- 
menting on the wheat motive, which was the dominant one, he wrote the 
following prophetic words: ‘“The wheat motive is continued the same as in 
‘The Octopus’—a great and resistless force moving from west to east, from 
producer to consumer; benevolent and beneficent as long as it is unhampered, 
but destroying all things and all individuals who attempt to check or divert 
mh 
Marcosson, a reporter on the Louisville Times, had favorably reviewed Moran 
in November, 1898, and had remained a firm supporter of Norris since then. 
In response, Norris frequently wrote Marcosson of his literary plans and prob- 
lems. Marcosson later published these letters in his Adventures in Interviewing 
(New York, 1920), though he omitted this important letter on The Pit. 

2. Ifthis was written in November, 1901, as seems probable from Marcosson’s 
remarks (see note 1 above), it indicates that Norris intended from the first to 
emphasize Laura and her problems. He did not, then—as has been occasionally 
suggested—revise his completed manuscript under pressure from his publisher 
in order to increase Laura’s role. Norris began to write The Pit in September, 
1901, and completed it in June, 1902. 
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TO BENJAMIN ORANGE FLOWER! 


3605 Broadway 
sd a 
Mar. 18th 
1902 
B. O. Flower Esq: 
My Dear Mr. Flower: 

Thank you indeed for your encouraging © sympathetic letter of 
the 14th. 

It 1s an honor to be reviewed in so critical a magazine as the 
Arena ©& especially at such length as you propose. I hope you will 
let me know just when the review appears as I shall read it with every 
degree of interest.” 

Very Sincerely yrs 
Frank Norris 


1. ALS in the Clifton Waller Barrett Collection, New York. 

2. B. O. Flower was editor of the Arena, a monthly magazine known for its 
interest in a wide variety of radical and reform movements. The review, by 
Flower, appeared in the Arena, X XVII (May, 1902), 547-554. 


Californians on Soviet Best-seller Lists 


By James D. Flart™ 


HE October 1961 issue of Slavic Review (Vol. 20, No. 3, 
pp. 419-435) contains an interesting article on ‘American 
Books in Soviet Publishing’ by Melville J. Ruggles, Vice- 
President of the Council on Library Resources, Inc. Although it 


* Professor Hart, presently Acting Director of the Bancroft Library, visited the 
Soviet Union two years ago, and directed the dissertation of the Moscow University 
student whom he mentions in this article. 
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was not Mr. Ruggles’ intention, the text and tables of his article 
can lead a chauvinistic Californian to discover that several of the 
Soviets’ favorite foreign authors come from this state. 

Of the writers of belles-lettres whose works have been pub- 
lished in the USSR in 10,000,000 or more copies since 1918, only 
five are not Russian. This select group includes only one Amer- 
ican— Jack London—but he is the most popular of all foreigners. 
His works have been printed in 18,588,000 copies. Mark Twain 
and Theodore Dreiser come in a poor second and third, with 
respectively 9,415,000 and 8,525,000 copies. 

A Soviet list of best-selling American authors between 1918 
and 1959 includes twenty-three writers, of whom six, or more 
than a quarter, are Californians. They and their rankings are: 
Jack London (1), Upton Sinclair (4), Bret Harte (7), John Stein- 
beck (14), William Saroyan (15), and Ray Bradbury (23). Mr. 
Ruggles does not provide information about the size of printings 
of books by other Californians, but he shows that the somewhat 
less popular American authors, whose works were issued in edi- 
tions ranging from 225,000 to 475,000 copies between 1949 and 
1959, include the Californians Lincoln Steffens and Frank Norris. 

Mr. Ruggles believes that from these writers the Soviets have 
derived a simple ‘‘image of America’? which he describes as ‘‘a 
land of Simon Legree, the coonskin cap, the heroic sled dog, the 
share cropper, the sweatshop, the dispirited, defeated, and de- 
praved, the frivolous, the bloated billionaire, the regimented 
traveler in space.’ Since the Soviet best-seller list of American 
authors includes not only the Californians previously mentioned 
but also Poe, Longfellow, and Irving, ranked respectively 12th, 
16th, and 17th in copies printed, one might think the image more 
complex than Mr. Ruggles’ interpretation. Likewise one might 
query whether Mr. Ruggles is not too sweeping when he says: 
‘“Of American belletristic writers published in the USSR, the 
writers of social protest who were preoccupied with the seamier 
sides of American life are predominant. Some, including the most 
widely published of them all, Jack London, either toyed with or 
became enamored of socialist or Communist ideas.” It is true 
that American writers who treat some aspects of our national life 
critically are popular in the USSR and that the Soviets frequently 
issue articles to inform readers how they should view the Amer- 
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ican works, or even incorporate prefaces and editorial comments 
in the translated books so that, for example, they recently inter- 
preted Mark ‘Twain into the kind of writer they wished him to be. 
However, it is likely that the reasons for reading Mark Twain or 
Jack London or other American authors may often be more subtle 
than the Soviets’ official line or than Mr. Ruggles’ analyses 
would indicate. 

Vil Bykov, a graduate student of the University of Moscow 
who spent the academic year 1958-59 on the Berkeley Campus, 
finds other reasons for London’s popularity in the USSR. In an 
article he wrote for the Summer 1959 issue of the Quarterly News 
Letter of The Book Club of California, Bykov says: ‘““There are 
those who explain the popularity of the famous son of California 
in the Soviet Union by his adherence to the Socialist Party and 
by his socialist ideas, as though these ideas saturated the works 
of the writer. But this point of view seems rather shallow.’ He 
contends that exclusive of a few books like The Iron Heel, there is 
no “‘ideological orientation . . . even close to the ideas of social- 
ism”? in the works by London that are most read in the Soviet 
Union. Rather, Bykov believes that the energetic display of a 
“‘deep belief in man’s abilities in the face of overwhelming odds,”’ 
the “‘optimistic tone,” and the “‘life-asserting force’? he finds in 
London are the characteristics which have been most desired by 
Russians during their half-century struggle of revolution. 

The reasons for the popularity of certain books in any society 
at any time are hard to determine. Bykov’s explanations, like 
those by Mr. Ruggles, provide some suggestions, but neither 
seems to furnish a definitive answer. Why the Soviets choose to 
print and to read particular American authors would be a fine 
subject for further study by a California student who spends a 
year at a Soviet university under the recently established aca- 
demic exchange program and by a Soviet student who comes to 
California under the same plan. 
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Will Bradley, one of the most honored names in the history of 
American printing, died on January 25 last, in his ninety-fourth 
year. 

At the turn of the century, Bradley’s name became inter- 
national through his typographic designs, his illustrations, but 
mostly through his charming re-use of Caslon type-face—a type 
that had lain dormant for almost a century. 

When he was twenty-seven, Bradley founded his Wayside 
Press in Springfield, Mass., and from there issued his magazine 
‘Bradley: His Book,” and created for the American Type Found- 
ers their famous ‘“‘American Chap-Books.’”? He wrote and illus- 
trated books, created and designed many type faces for ATF’, and 
drew covers for Colliers, Century, Ladies Home Journal, and 
Good Housekeeping magazines. ‘This last brought him into the 
Hearst organization as supervising art director for all Hearst 
publications and motion pictures. 

Since his retirement in 1928, when he was sixty, Bradley lived 
in California, and here he died at La Mesa. 


Elected to Membership 


The following have been elected to membership since the publication of the last News- 
Letter. 


Member Address Sponsor 
GEoRGE I. AKIN Glendora David Magee 
Dr. Maurice Block Los Angeles Carl Dentzel 
JosEPH R. BREWER Berkeley Robert Bell 
FRED GRUNWALD Los Angeles Carl Dentzel 
James Hancock San Francisco Robert Bell 
KENNETH JOHNSON San Francisco Oscar Lewis 
Ronatp H. Larson Berkeley David Magee 
Gary M. LEvINE San Francisco Robert Cummings 
Dr. Davi F. MERTEN San Rafael Dr. W. S. Polland 
Dr. FRANKLIN D. MurpPHy Los Angeles Carl Dentzel 
RoBERT RED Vancouver, B. C. Adrian Wilson 
RonaALD C. RoOESCHLAUB Los Angeles Ann B. Lewis 
IRENE SHELDON San Francisco Us 
RoBERT STANTON Atherton Martin Mitau 
BAyYLor UNIVERSITY Waco, Texas Robert Bell 
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New Sustaining Members 


‘THE FOLLOWING have changed from Regular Membership to Sustaining Mem- 
berships, The two classifications of membership above Regular Membership 
are Patron Memberships, $100.00 a year, and Sustaining Memberships, $25.00 
a year. 

B. J. FEIGENBAUM San Francisco 


Mrs. EpwarpD M. Ro.LkIn San Francisco 


Annual Meeting 


‘THE ANNUAL MEETING of The Book Club of California was held Tuesday, 
March 13, at 11:30 a.m. in the Club Rooms. Martin S. Mitau presided. Reports 
covering the year’s activities were given, and discussion followed. Both the 
president’s and the treasurer’s reports demonstrated that the Book Club had a 
highly successful year, and the president expressed his appreciation to officers, 
directors and committee chairmen for their support. He also expressed particular 
gratitude to those members who had increased their dues from Regular mem- 
bership to Sustaining and Patron memberships. 

Five directors were elected to the Board to replace Dr. Arthur Bloomfield, 
Dr. Glenn S. Dumke, Dr. John A. Hussey, Martin S. Mitau, and Dr. Albert 
Shumate, whose terms had expired. The new directors are: J. S. Holliday, 
William Holman, David Magee (a former president of the Club), Duncan 
Olmsted, and Peter Sloss. 

After the Annual Meeting adjourned, the Board of Directors met for election 
of officers. Joseph Bransten was elected president, Michael Harrison was elected 
vice-president, and George L. Harding was re-elected treasurer. 

Subsequently President Bransten appointed the following committees to serve 
for the current year: 

PusiicaTions: James D. Hart, Chairman; J. S. Holliday, Oscar Lewis, 
Peter Sloss. 

House: Mrs. John I. Walter, Chairman; Mrs. John Bransten, George Gavin, 
Mrs. Robert Lundin. 

Lrprary: Albert Sperisen, Chairman; Julius Barclay, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Hansen, Austin Hills. 

Mempersuip: Warren Howell, Chairman; George Gavin, David Magee, Dr. 
Albert Shumate. 

KEEPSAKES: 1962— Michael Harrison; 1963—Dr. John A. Hussey, Chairman; 
Michael Harrison, William Holman. 

Exurpits: Duncan Olmsted, Chairman; Mrs. Herbert Fahey, Eleanor Hes- 
thal, Dan E. Malkin, Mrs. Harold Wollenberg. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY: Theodore M. Lilienthal, Chairman; Joseph Bransten, 
George L. Harding, Carroll Harris, Michael Harrison, James D. Hart, Oscar 
Lewis, David Magee, Martin S. Mitau, Mrs. John I. Walter. 

News-Letter: (see inside front cover) 
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The Book Club of California 
Keepsakes for 1962 | 


THIS YEAR A special set of Keepsakes will be issued in commemoration of the 
Club’s fiftieth anniversary. Entitled A Portfolio of Book Club Printers, 1912-1962, 
it will concern some of the printers who have figured prominently in the Club’s 
publishing history. Each printer will relate some of the noteworthy adventures 
(and misadventures) that he has experienced in his association with the Club. 

Instead of appearing in two sets, the 1962 Keepsakes will be issued all at once, 
later in the year. 


New Hours at Club Rooms 


THE CLUB ROOMS will be closed during the last two weeks of June for staff 
vacations. During the rest of June, July and August the Club rooms will be open 
regularly from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Beginning in Sep- 
tember, they will be open from 1:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Monday and from 2:00 to 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday through Friday. 


Proposed Anniversary Dinner 


To CELEBRATE its fiftieth anniversary, the Club plans to hold a gala dinner 
on December 8 at the Palace of the Legion of Honor. There will be an exhibit 
there of the Club’s publications, and Lawrence Clark Powell will be the featured 
speaker. Members will receive their invitations to the Anniversary Dinner some- 
time in the fall. 


Serendipity 


Beginning May 28 the Club will hold a Robert Louis Stevenson exhibit, in 
honor of the spring book, RLS to 7. M. Barrie: A Vailima Portrait. The exhibit 
will feature first editions of Stevenson’s works, as well as the original manuscript 
of the letter to Barrie. 


WR 


FROM JAMES MORAN in London the Club has received a prospectus for a new 
quarterly entitled The Black Art. Mr. Moran writes: “The next few decades 
will see great changes in the techniques of printing, ‘the art, craft or mystery’ 
giving way to a new technology. ... The time is therefore ripe for the regular 
issue of a journal which will be a repository of information about a craft which 
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has so many historical and antiquarian facets. After turning the matter over 
in my mind I have decided to publish a modest quarterly called The Black Art. 
If the uninitiated think it deals with magic I shall not mind. It might help 
the circulation.” 

The Black Art will deal with contemporary developments in the printing 
world, and particularly with private presses, as well as with the historical and 
antiquarian aspects of printing. Subscriptions are two guineas, or six dollars, 
per year. Correspondence should be addressed to: James Moran, c/o The 
Furnival Press, 31 Furnival Street, London, E.C. 4. 


EX 


MeEmMBERS who have enjoyed reading the Club’s Christmas book, Ah Sin, will 
be interested to learn that the UCLA Department of Theater Arts presented 
the play at Royce Hall on April 11-14, under the direction of Frank Sturcken. 
According to the program, this performance of AA Sin was “‘as originally played 
on its initial tour in 1877 and received with MILD HYSTERIA AND SENSATIONAL 
APPLAUSE.” The program further instructed the audience: “‘Undecorous be- 
havior in the form of boisterous laughter, applauding, hissing, booing, weeping, 
shrieking (when startled by gunfire), whistling, sobbing and gasping will be 
enthusiastically tolerated by the management. However, the throwing of 
sarsapharilla bottles, ear trumpets, small change and truck garden products— 
especially the overripe varieties—is frowned upon.” 


AX 


THE FIRST ANTIQUARIAN BOOK FAIR ever to be held in San Francisco will open 
on October 5, 1962, and run for three days. Rare books, manuscripts, prints, 
etc. will be shown. The fair, which is under the auspices of the Northern Cali- 
fornia Chapter of the Antiquarian Booksellers Association of America, will be 
at the St. Francis Hotel, Italian Room (Post Street entrance). Admission is free. 


AX 


THIS SUMMER Adrian and Joyce Wilson will again be traveling in Europe. 
Among the typographic landmarks they have not previously visited will be the 
Graphic Institute in Stockholm, the editions de luxe printers of Paris, and the 
annual Rendez-vous de Lure in Lurs-en-Provence, where Adrian will read a paper. 
In addition he will be contacting designers for the International Graphic 
Design Festival, to be held at the San Francisco Museum of Art in the summer 
of 1963, and continuing his research into the typographical history of the play- 
bill. If the quantity of fine contemporary printing collected and the time for 
keeping a diary prove sufficient, the trip may result in another exhibition in 
the Club rooms and further Journals of a Journeying Printer in these pages. 
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THE DISTINGUISHED POET Witter Bynner, who is a Book Club member of long 
standing, was recently made a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. 


EE 


Contemporary Typography, a provocative essay by Jan Tschichold, eminent Euro- 
pean typographer and scholar, has been produced in pamphlet form at Carnegie 
Institute’s School of Printing Management, under the supervision of assistant 
professor Jack W. Stauffacher. This is one of the first productions of The New 
Laboratory Press, and once again reflects Mr. Stauffacher’s typography: precise 
and sympathetic to the text. Another production received from the New Lab- 
oratory Press is a handsome catalogue for an exhibition, recently held at the 
Carnegie Institute, of the work of Porter Garnett and the original Laboratory 
Press. 


as 


IN A RECENT ISSUE of the News-Letter we mentioned the scholarly notes by 
Thomas W. M’Donald on the first printing office in the Western Hemisphere 
and the printing of these notes by him on his Albion handpress called Black 
Mack. We now have at hand his latest brochure: Footnote To the History of 
Printing in America: Containing perhaps the first typographic printing in any language of 
the complete texts of the Juan Pablos and Gil Barbero contracts with Juan Cromberger, 
signed at Seville, Fune 1539, providing for the founding of what may have been the first 
printing-office in the Western Hemisphere. 

In his ‘“‘Printer’s Advertisement,” Mr. M’Donald tells us that “printing 
should be fun, and as an after-hours printer working alone... I shall print no 
more than 100 copies of future pamphlets. Those readers who wish to subscribe 
to the next Black Mack Footnote to the History of Printing in America may remit 
five dollars now, on these terms: no receipt, no guarantee of performance, no 
refund; but perhaps, a year or more hence, presenting material new to English, 
a Diesis.”” His Second Footnote: Obelisk had a publication date of September 1, 
1961. Those interested in acquiring this or receiving notice of it may write to 
Mr. M’Donald at 1479 Angelus Avenue, Los Angeles 26. 


KR 


FROM THE SILVERADO PRESS—the private press of Norman H. Strouse, New 
York City—comes an attractive hand-printed booklet, A Spiritual Enterprise by 
Professor Marshall E. Dimock. Limited to 100 copies, it is set in Centaur types 
and printed on Japanese paper. Another interesting item from the Silverado 
Press is Thoreau’s poem Sic Vita/, privately printed for The Thoreau Society 
to commemorate the centenary of the author’s death. ‘The 380 copies were done 
entirely by hand. 
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ON THE occasion of the Fifteenth Frankfurt Book Fair, which will take place in 
1963, a special international exhibition has been planned on the subject ““The 
Book Trade in the World of Art.’ The planners would like to include ‘‘works of 
art of every type which depict essential activities in the field of bookselling, 
or whose individual motifs simultaneously exemplify general aspects of the trade. 
... What we request is as detailed references as possible to works of art (paint- 
ings, book illustrations, illuminations, graphic art, representations of book- 
selling themes on playing cards, caricatures, satires, etc.), with indication of the 
place where the material was found, including private collections and the stocks 
of second-hand booksellers and auctioneers. Photographs will be greatly appre- 
ciated.”’ Correspondence about the exhibit should be addressed to: Sigfred 
Taubert, Auslands- und Messebtiro des Bérsenvereins, Kleiner Hirschgraben 
10/12, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 


KE 


‘THE HENRY E, HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY announces the following 
appointments to its staff, effective as of February 1, 1962: William A. Parish, 
who is presently Curator of Prints, has received the further appointment of 
Administrator of Exhibitions. Carey S. Bliss, formerly Assistant Curator of Rare 
Books, has been appointed Curator of Rare Books. John M. Steadman, formerly 
a Recognized Scholar at Oxford University, has been appointed to the Research 
Staff of the Huntington Library. 


Ba os 


FROM JOHN B. GOODMAN 10, the Club has received Overland in 1849/ From the 
Missouri to California by the Platte River and Salt Lake Trail/ an account 
from the letters of G. C. Pearson. This attractive book was edited by Jessie H. 
Goodman, with an introduction by John B. Goodman ITI, and was printed by 
Gordon J. Holmquist in an edition of 350 copies. 


WA 


HENRY EVANS (Peregrine Press, San Francisco) is widely acclaimed for his 
unusual texts and illustrations produced on his Washington hand press. His 
latest book, A Modern Herbal by Patricia Evans, is illustrated by Rick Barton, 
and hand-set in English Caslon by daughter Judith Evans. The paper is from 
Japan: Murasaki vellum for text pages, with binding boards and slip-case 
covered in Toyama paper. The text alone is worth the price of admission 
($37.50), and reveals many highly developed abilities of the author: consid- 
erable research into the history of herbs, plus a practical knowledge of their 
gourmetic (new word) use today, all presented in a pleasing style. 
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THE CLUB HAS recently received a copy of the second edition of The Check-Log 
of Private Press Names, edited by Elizabeth K. Lieberman. Mrs. Lieberman 
states in her introduction that ‘‘because a private press is a personal and 
individual thing, the tradition is strong that each press should have its own 
special name, and that a name belongs to whoever uses it first.” She maintains 
the International Register of Private Press Names, so that new presses will be 
able to avoid duplicating the names of presses previously in existence. The 
Check-Log lists over 1400 names of private presses and private imprints, and 
includes whenever possible the date when each press was established. It is 
available from The Herity Press, 202 Beverly Road, White Plains, New York, 


for $1.00. 
oat 


ALTHOUGH most printing follows traditional paths, some may boast a certain 
air of truancy. This is true of Aidaze, a book from the Centaur Press, the private 
press of Dwight Agner, of Continental, Ohio. The text consists of eighteen 
reminiscences by P. K. Thomajan of his New England childhood. This edition, 
limited to 300 copies, is hand-set in Garamond types and printed against a 
striking tint background of interpretive drawings by Walter Kaprielian, an 
art director for Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, in New York. The page 
size is 84% by 534, French folded ($3.00 per copy). 





Available Book Club Publications 


THE ESTIENNES, Mark Pattison. Three original leaves. Grabhorn 


* 


Press, 1949. $15.00 
MOTHER OF FELIPE AND OTHER EARLY STORIES, Mary 
Austin. Ward Ritchie Press, 1950. $5.75 * 


GEORGE CLYMER AND THE COLUMBIAN PRESS, Jacob 
Kainen. Taylor & Taylor, 1950. $5.00 * 


TYPOGRAPHIC DESIGN IN RELATION TO PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC COMPOSITION, Stanley Morison. The Black Vine 


Press, 1959. $9.00* 
A YEAR OF AMERICAN TRAVEL, Jessie Benton Fremont. The 
Plantin Press, 1960 $12.50* 
ANNUAL KEEPSAKES in sets (inquire) $6.00* 
SLIPCASES for Keepsakes Cloth $4.00* Leather $5.00* 


*California residents add 4% sales tax. 
Limited quantities of each title. Send your order to: 


THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA 
545 Sutter Street, San Francisco 2 Phone: SUtter 1-7532 








A New Scarecrow Press Book 


ING, (Glpeie 


Twentieth Century Book Designer~ 
By Sister Clizabeth Marie, I. 1. M. 


184 pages with 48 Plates Bound $4.50 
Considered as a creator of fine printing, Eric Gill embodies in his 
work all of the qualities of an artist since fine printing is an artistic 
production of creative intelligence and skill. Exploring his designs, 
then, should prove both provocative and rewarding research 

A bibliography of books by and about ERIC GILL is one of the 
features of this book. 


HESS ARECK@WaRREss, ING: 
257 Park Avenue South, New York 10, N.Y. 





JUST PURCHASED 


A Small Group of “Book Club “Publications 


Long Out of Print 
ALL IN BEAUTIFUL CONDITION 
Continent’s End, 500 copies, 1925 (published at $15) $7.50 
A Sojourn in California by the King’s Orphan, 300 copies, 1945 $40.00 
The Discovery of Florida, 280 copies, 1946 $37.50 
Ace High, the Frisco Detective, 500 copies. 1948 $12.50 
The Life and Work of Wynkyn de Worde with a Leaf from 
the Golden Legend, 375 copies. 1949 $25.00 
Muleback to the Convention, 400 copies, 1950 $12.50 
Journal of a Cruise to California and the Sandwich Islands 
by William H. Meyers, Gunner, U.S.N., 400 copies, 1955 $50.00 
On the Ambitious Projects of Russia, 8350 copies, 1955 $15.00 
Figure Prints of Old Japan, 400 copies, 1959 $125.00 


DAVID MAGEE BOOK SHOP 
442 Post Street Seen aes San Francisco 2, EX 2-4230 
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BOOKS 


Her TO FIND 
() OF PRINT 


ASTING IMPORTANCE 


\ ) ODERN, OLD 
} VERY (SUBILGT 


Gare & RARE 


LIBRARIES PURCHASED 


CaTaLocuE No. 80—WeEstTERN AMERICANA 
now available 


The Flolmes Book Company 


ESTABLISHED 1894 


Main Store: 274 - 14th Street, Oakland 12, TWinoaks 3-6860 


Also in Oakland: 1722 Broadway, Oakland 12, HI gate 4-0792 
Kaiser Center, Oakland 12, 832-6726 


San Francisco Store: 22 Third Street, San Francisco 3, DOuglas 2-3283 





“Printed at the Grabhorn Press 


